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Mission Statement

The Waldorf School of Bend cultivates academic excellence through our 
experiential curriculum rich in the arts, sciences and practical works. We honor 
ÅÁÃÈ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÂÙ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÃÁÐÁÃÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÆ ×ÉÌÌȟ ÆÒÅÅ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔȟ ÃÏÍÐÁÓÓÉÏÎ 

and social responsibility. In this way, children develop with purpose to act as 
powerful world citizens.

Message from the Board Of Trustees

On behalf of the Board of Trustees I am pleased to share our 2015-2016 Annual Report with our community. We are 
excited and thankful for another year of tremendous growth for the Waldorf School of Bend. The Board would like to 
acknowledge the dedication of our School Director, Darren Hansen, and our Admissions Director, Sarah Rucker 
whose efforts and leadership have allowed the Board to move from a management model toward a strategic 
planning/policy-ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÍÏÄÅÌȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÓÈÉÆÔ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÔÈÅ "ÏÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ 73"ȭÓ ÌÏÎÇ-term financial 
health and ensure that our school continues to provide a high quality Waldorf education to Central Oregon.

It is with great excitement that we highlight some of our major accomplishments during 2015-2016:

ǐour fundraising goal was exceeded; we raised almost $144,000;

ǐsalaries for our staff and faculty were increased for a fourth year in a row;

ǐ×Å ÉÍÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÅÄ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÎÅ× ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟ ÁÄÄÉÎÇ ȰÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌÓȱ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÃÁÍÐÕÓ ÆÏÒ 
2016-2017;

ǐour Financial Aid Committee awarded scholarships for 2015-2016 in the amount of $7,350;

ǐa new WSB school sign was installed and a beautiful new Early Childhood playspacewas created;

ǐa Parent-Tot program was created and our Summer Camp program reinstituted to provide new revenue streams 
and serve as outreach to our community;

ǐ×Å ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ Á ÃÁÓÈ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȠ

The Board extends its deepest thanks to you, our parents, families, friends, and alumni, for the generosity, 
dedication and support you continue to give to our school. We look forward to another inspiring year!

Renee Ruder, President



Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÏÕÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢMay peace abide here.
May the rooms be full of contentment.

May love dwell here:
Love of one another, love of our school and love of life itself.

Let us remember,
That as many hands build a house,
3Ï ÍÁÎÙ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ÂÕÉÌÄ Á ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢȱ

2015-2016 Financials

The school improved its financial position during the 2015-2016 fiscal year, thanks in large part to sound fiscal 
management, enhanced fundraising and greater enrollment.-ÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÒÅÖÅÎÕÅ ÉÓ ÁÌÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍ 
and faculty salaries, enabling the faculty to continue to deliver an outstanding education to our students. 

4ÈÅ ÇÒÁÐÈÉÃÓ ÂÅÌÏ× ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÅ 73"ȭÓ ÉÎÃÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÅØÐÅÎÓÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒȢ /ÕÒ ÔÏÔÁÌ ÒÅÖÅÎÕÅ ÆÏÒ ΨΦΧΫ-2016 was $710,000 
and our total expenses were $645,000.



Ȱ7ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏË ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÃÁÎ ÒÅÁÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ 
teaching is? The children themselves are this book. We should not 
learn to teach out of any book other than the one lying open 
ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓȢȱ 
Ʉ 2ÕÄÏÌÆ 3ÔÅÉÎÅÒ

Letter from Administration

As we head toward our 20th year here in Central 
Oregon, the Waldorf School of Bend community is 
grateful and proud of its accomplishments. Our 
enrollment leapt by an unprecedented 30% during 
2015-2016! With this enrollment growth we 
necessarily and thankfully expanded our faculty and 
staff by a healthy number. Additionally, we expanded 
and deepened our curriculum offerings, successfully 
established a Parent-Toddler program and increased 
our Aftercare offering for our younger Grades and 
Early Childhood.

4Ï ÍÅÅÔ 73"ȭÓ ÅÎÒÏÌÌÍÅÎÔ ÅØÐÁÎÓÉÏÎȟ ×Å ÍÁÄÅ 
adjustments to our physical space by adding a new 
Grades and Kindergarten classroom, establishing a 
stand-alone Aftercare & Parent-Tot classroom, and 
relocated the library and 4 Gnomes 
Store. Additionally, a dedicated group of parents and 
supporters took on the daunting task of designing, 
planning and constructing a new Early Childhood 
playspace. This inspiring space was made possible by 
the efforts of many and realized through in-kind and 
monetary donations. 

. 

Letter from Administration continued

This past year we were also able to bolster our 
classroom infrastructure through the acquisition of 
new classroom desks, chairs, science supply storage, 
chalkboards, flooring, kitchen appliance additions 
and many other classroom curriculum support 
materials.In many instances, items such as desks, 
chairs and chalkboards were handcrafted by artisans 
within our own school community. 

We have accomplished all this through the deep 
commitment from each of you, our dedicated 
faculty and staff, and the children we serve. Waldorf 
education is something that happens not just at 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅÓȟ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȭ 
values, and reaches out to our broader community. 
The curriculum taught here gives so many gifts: 
respect and reverence for childhood, a true love of 
learning, and a deep appreciation and wonder for 
the natural world are just parts of the whole.

We are all on this journey together to provide our 
students with the best possible Waldorf education 
we can give. Let us celebrate our journey and grow 
in good health and love toward our bright future. 
Thank you for your unflagging support and 
enthusiasm!

Blessings on our school,

Darren Hansen & Sarah Rucker

 

 


