
Annual Report 2014-15 
 
“Receive the children in reverence; educate them in love; 
let them go forth in freedom.” - Rudolf Steiner 
 



How does a small, grassroots school make a difference in the big, wide world? 
 

 “With limitless imagination and inspiration. With fearlessness and 
passion. With a curriculum and culture that prepares our kids to be forces 

of love, innovation, and action.”-Amy Taylor 
 

Dear Community, 

It has been said of Waldorf education that the: 

“[i]deal for the child and society in the best of times, Rudolf Steiner's brilliant process of education is 
critically needed and profoundly relevant now at this time of childhood crisis and educational 
breakdown. Waldorf Education nurtures the intellectual, psychological and spiritual unfolding of the 
child. The concerned parent and teacher will find a multitude of problems clearly addressed in this 
practical, artistic approach.” 

As Central Oregon’s only Waldorf grades school, we are focused on providing our children with an 
inspirational and rich educational environment that nurtures each child’s joy of learning and allows 
them to reach their full potential. 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Faculty, Parent Council and Administration, we are pleased to 
provide our community with this report on the overall well-being and accomplishments of WSB. 

                                                                                 
Overview  This was another year of incredible growth for WSB.  We began our year with a community 
effort to create a new mission statement for the school and delineate some of our core values.  Our new 
mission statement, as adopted by the Board, reads: 

The Waldorf School of Bend community forges an inspired path for modern learning 
and social renewal. From the insights of Rudolf Steiner, we cultivate academic 
excellence through our experiential curriculum rich in the arts, sciences and practical 
works. We honor each child’s unique spirit by building capacities of will, free 
thought, compassion and social responsibility. In this way, children develop with 
purpose to act as powerful world citizens. 

 
Some of our core values expressed 
through this community process are: 

trust  respect  openness  patience  
communication  responsibility  truth 
integrity  compassion beauty  honesty  
embrace of spirit  mindfulness true self  
cooperation warmth love appreciation 
gratitude 

With our new mission statement and 
our values, we can continually strive to 
make Waldorf School of Bend a truly 
great educational institution that 
fosters community, joy and 
compassion. 



“Where is the book in which the teacher can read about what 
teaching is? The children themselves are this book. We should not 
learn to teach out of any book other than the one lying open 
before us and consisting of the children themselves.”  
― Rudolf Steiner 

Faculty and Staff  

Based on our community’s input and the need 
to better support our faculty, the Board of 
Director’s has committed to the third pay raise 
in three years for our faculty and staff 
members.  The Board also committed to 
increased funding for Professional 
Development and Teacher Training, which 
includes mentorship, training events, week-
long grade intensives (to help teachers prepare 
for the coming year) and continued early 
childhood training courses.  The decision to 
support our faculty’s wellbeing through 
increased salaries and professional 
development last year, has translated into 
thriving enrollment -- our student body leaped 
from 52 to 65 this year (a 25% increase), a trend 
that is continuing into 2015/2016.  With this 
increased enrollment and meeting our budget 
goals, we have now hired highly qualified 4th 
Grade and 1st/2nd Grade teachers, as well as a 
new Admissions Director.   

 

Programs and Curriculum 

 This past year, we have seen growth with 
respect to our curriculum and after-school 
programs.  Based on input from our parents we 
re-introduced Spanish into our Second Grade 
as a specialty class.  We also expanded our 
upper grades specialty classes to include our 
Movement program and continued 
Woodworking by hiring a new Woodworking 
teacher. We are committed to bringing a 
strings program to WSB and have submitted 
several grant applications as part of our effort.  
We have a new outdoor learning center, our 
School Garden, which will provide our children 
with hands on learning experiences related to 
grade specific curriculum.  Our after school 
programs have also been expanded to include 
strings and vocal lessons, in addition to piano.  

 

 

Accreditation 

Regional representatives from The Association 
of North American Waldorf School’s (AWSNA) 
and Waldorf Early Childhood Association of 
North America (WECAN) visited the school in 
late winter to assess WSB’s development and 
potential for full accreditation as a member of 
AWSNA.  In anticipation of this visit, the Board, 
Administration and Faculty worked diligently 
to present a three-year plan to the 
representatives based on the desires, wishes 
and goals of our entire community.  WSB 
received a glowing report from the 
representatives, and in line with our three year 
plan, expect to move from Developing School 
status to a Candidate School eligible for full 
membership status by 2017. 

 

Parent Council 

  Our Parent Council worked diligently this past 
year to bring many wonderful parent 
enrichment opportunities to our community.  
In the fall, Parent Council organized a lecture 
by Annie Willis, our school Counselor, on Kim 
John Payne’s social inclusion, as well as a 
lecture and painting evening from John and 
Valerie Miles on Freedom, based on Rudolph 
Steiner’s philosophy.  In the spring, Keith Hess 
presented a lecture on wild-crafted herbs and 
led an adult Eurythmy clinic.  Parent Council 
also facilitated the successful “Feed the 
Faculty” and “Kitchen Clean-Up” programs to 
further support our school.  In addition to 
parent enrichment, Parent Council supported 
events at our school, including May Faire, and 
was instrumental in providing important 
communications to our parent body relating to 
events ongoing at the school.  Finally, Parent 
Council managed the Four Gnomes Store, 
providing our community the ability to 
purchase Waldorf-inspired goods.  



“If we do not believe within ourselves this deeply rooted feeling 
that there is something higher than ourselves, we shall never find 
the strength to evolve into something higher.” ― Rudolf Steiner 

Scholarship  

 This year WSB was fortunate to receive 
a generous donation of $5,000 from Dr. 
Anderson to create the Noel & Moe 
Anderson Scholarship Fund.  Dr. Heather 
Anderson’s specific intent is to help 
families remain at WSB as their children 
go through the grades.  In addition to Dr. 
Anderson’s gift, WSB committed to 
increasing the scholarship fund through 
Humm Kombucha sales and a 
percentage of the sales from the Four 
Gnomes Store.  In April, WSB sent a 
request for scholarship applications to 
our community, with applicants being 
limited to currently enrolled families 
who had been at the school for at least 
one academic year.  In May the 
Scholarship Committee proudly selected 
three deserving applicants to receive 
scholarships for the 2015/2016 school 
year.  We hope to grow the scholarship 
fund over the next academic year so that 
we may continue to help families keep 
their children at WSB. 

Volunteerism 

Our parent volunteers have been involved in 
so many amazing and different ways at WSB.  
Our school depends on our parent volunteers 
to keep our operational costs low, and more 
importantly, to create a joyful community 
among our families.   

Our Parent Volunteers have been instrumental 
in our community service and outreach, 
festivals and fundraising.  Autumn Journey 
Festival, the Advent Spiral and May Faire were 
largely supported by parent volunteers.  Over 
ten different families participated in the fall 
clean up at our Rocking Horse Property.  We 
created our School and Community Garden 
solely with fundraising and volunteer efforts of 
our families, relatives and friends.  Finally, 
because of willing parents, we now have a 
lovely new entryway, which will not only keep 
rain and ice off of our sidewalks, but enhances 
the exterior appearance of our building.  

It’s truly special when people come together 
for a common cause: our children and their 
education at our wonderful school! WSB would 
not be the same school without our wonderful 
parent community -- you are the bedrock and 
foundation of this school and we thank you for 
your commitment. 

 



“To truly know the world, look deeply within your own 
being; to truly know yourself, take real interest in the 
world.” Rudolf Steiner 

Community Service and Outreach  

 This year WSB completed several 
successful Community Service projects 
including moving ReStore to their new 
location, completing a food drive for 
Neighbor Impact, entertaining elderly 
residents at Fox Hollow Assisted Living 
with seasonal songs, and cleaning up 
garbage at several locations around Bend 
on various class field trips.  In this way, we 
are teaching our children how important it 
is to give back to our community. 

One of our largest Community Outreach 
events was our amazingly successful Heart 
Bomb in downtown Bend.  Not only was 
this an incredibly inspiring and fun event, 
but we made the local news channel!  Our 
spring outreach included representing 
WSB as a Swarm of Bees at Earth Day and 
showing an inspirational film, Love They 
Nature, at Regal Cinemas. 

 

Fundraising   
 

As we all know, fundraising is always in 
important topic at a nonprofit and 
independent school -- it makes up 
approximately 20% of WSB’s operating 
budget.  Fundraising is the primary way in 
which we can keep tuition affordable for 
our families and also meet goals for our 
school as expressed by our community.   
During the year, we hold three main 
fundraisers which support our operating 
budget -- the Fall Artworks Mailing 
Campaign, our spring auction event and 
our Annual Fund.  Our fall Artworks 
Mailing Campaign brought in over 
$12,500 with over 100 contributions, 
surpassing our goal.  The Wanderlust Ball, 
our fun filled evening at the Old Stone 
Church, also was incredibly successful, 
also exceeding its goal by raising almost 
$29,000!  Finally, our Annual Fund 
currently has a participation rate of 75% 
this year and has raised almost $31,500.  
As our goal is 100% participation, we 
encourage any families who have not yet 
contributed to our Annual Fund to do so 
by June 30th, the end of our fiscal year. 



“Life is Beautiful!”- Moe Anderson 

Waldorf education is truly remarkable and 
it takes a commitment from everyone to 
bring it to life.  We’ve been fortunate at 
WSB with an incredible faculty and staff, 
and an amazing community of volunteers 
and supporters.  We’re excited and grateful 
to start another year in which our children 
can thrive from such a wonderful education 
and school community.  Thank you for your 
commitment to WSB and to providing your 
children with an inspirational Waldorf 
education.   

In gratitude, 

 

Moe Anderson, College Chair  

Laura Elmore, Faculty Chair 

Renee H. Ruder, President, Board of 
Directors 

Jennifer Burkett & Amanda Larkin, Co-
Chairs, Parent Council 

Darren Hansen, School Director 

All School Survey 

In late winter, as an effort to ensure that the 
leadership of the school (the Board, 
Administration, Parent Council and Faculty) fully 
understands the wishes and desires of our 
families, we requested that our currently enrolled 
families complete an anonymous survey.  The 
results of this survey revealed that our leadership 
is very much attuned to our community, with 
100% of our families (that completed the survey) 
reporting that they were happy at WSB.  

 For us, this was a wonderful result and a 
testament to our hard work on the 
communication front.  We also learned that our 
community believes foreign language, 
handwork/practical skills and violin/strings are 
the most important specialty classes for the 
school.    Further, the survey revealed that our 
families’ preference for language programs are 
still Spanish and German, with Mandarin Chinese 
a close runner-up.   

Finally, we found that some of our families do not 
fully understand the leadership structure at our 
school.   To this end, we will be providing a school 
governance document to our families for 
2015/2016 that will hopefully clarify our 
governance structure.  Finally, our families told 
us that the most important reasons they send 
their children to WSB are: 1) the arts, language 
and practical skills offered in the curriculum 2) 
the Waldorf educational philosophy and 3) the 
sense of community at the school. 

 



“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest 
appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them.” 
- John F. Kennedy 

We’d like to say THANK YOU 

A healthy and full community life at WSB is one of our most treasured assets.  It is in the participation and 
support of dedicated parents and friends with whom we are able to experience the essence of a Waldorf 
community. Our community has talented, enthusiastic and loving parents, grandparents, friends, relatives, 
greater community members and alumni who volunteer their work and wisdom in a host of ways to support 
the operations of the school. 

 

 
Board of Directors 
Renee Ruder, President 
Erin Hansen, Vice President 
Larry Ogden, Treasurer 
Tanja Hens, Secretary 
Annie Willis, Member-at-large 
Moe Anderson, Faculty Representative 

 
Strategic Vision and Development Committee 
Erin Hansen, Chair 
Allie Zapp 
Larry Ogden 
Amy Taylor 
Kimberly Krawski 
Frank Gjata 
David Schwendiman 
Kiristy Sinsara 

Finance Committee 
Larry Ogden, Chair 
Darren Hansen, Business Manager 
Tanja Hens 
Chris Ruder 
John Amoroso 
 
Enrollment & Outreach 
Committee 
Renee Ruder, Chair 
Annie Willis 
Miranda Crown 
Jen Burkett 
Julia Jones 

 

School Garden Task Force 
Brian Caldwell 
Dennis Saylor 
John Copyak 
Lee Brannock  
Scott Buchholz 
Ray Marden 
Kelly Morton 
Jessica Meyers 
Darren Hansen 
John Amoroso 
Will Nash 
Betsi Mitchell 
Lucinda Packard 
 

Wanderlust Ball Committee 
Kim Brannock, Chair 
Erin Hansen 
Kimberly Krawski 
Jessica Meyers 
Katerina Fagering 
Amy Taylor 
Amanda Larkin 
Donna Nash 

Parent Council 
Amanda Larkin, Co-Chair 
Jen Burkett, Co-Chair 
Erica Callfas 
Donna Nash 
Anne Power 
Jessica Meyers 
Jessica Marden 



“Gratitude can transform common days into thanksgivings, 
turn routine jobs into joy, and change ordinary opportunities 
into blessings.”-William Arthur Ward 

Waldorf School of Bend 
Donors 2014-2015 

Spindrift 

Press Pros Printing Company 

Frogs to Dogs Bend 

TenTen Technical Solutions 

Momentum River Expeditions 

Wanderlust Tours 

Uriel Pharmacy 

Katariina Agnes Fagering 

Weinhard Hotel 

Dumas Station 

Boneyard Beer 

Ruffwear 

Ticla 

Imperial Yarn 

Extremely Canadian 

Adventure Fitness 

Cog Wild 

Weleda 

BendFilm 

Tumalo Creek 

Bend Dental Group 

Summer Lake Hot Springs 

Westin Portland 

Oregon Spirit Distillers 

Action Print 

Namaspa 

All Ways Wild and Wooly 

Natural Edge Furniture 

Ida's Cupcakes 

Ossie's Surfshop 

Humm Kombucha 

Bend Parties and 

Entertainment 

Verizon Wireless 

Sherian Wright 

Portland Nursery 

Foxtail Bakery 

Bend Endurance Academy 

Bend Rock Gym 

Dream Home 

High Desert Museum 

Salud 

Broken Top Bottle Shop 

Cascade Sport Horses 

Manya Williams 

FedEx Office Print & Ship 
Center 

Bluefish Dental 

Mercuris USA 

Office Max 

Nashelle 

Target 

The McKay Cottage 

Parilla Grill 

Mason Bee Central 

Newport Market 

Donner Flower Shop 

Sierra Springs 

The Village Baker 

A Child’s Garden 

 

 

Gifts of Professional Services 

 and Gifts In-Kind 

 

Brian Caldwell 

Joe Kirby 

Allee Zapp & Tritrillion Inc. 

Katariina Fagering 

Dennis Saylor  

Sticks and Stones Outdoor Living 

Lauren Kurzman , The Village Baker 

Markus Bailly 

Noel Anderson 

Jay  Kennedy 

Will & Donna Nash 

Kimberly& David Krawski 

Chuck & Wilma Hens 

Parr Lumber 

East Side Gardens  

Ace Hardware 

 

“Thank you” to all of our families and 
extended family and friends who 
contributed to our Annual Fund and our 
Artworks giving campaign 

 

Waldorf School of Bend 
Donors 2014-15 
 

The Charis Family Trust 

Tom Price 

Mark & Belinda Kachlein 

Curt & Robin Baney 


